Youth Group Manifesto
Our Mission Statement:  Our youth ministry exists to glorify God by reaching out and connecting with others, encouraging spiritual growth, and sharing our gifts so that we may become his hands.

We put this mission statement into action by focusing on different biblical purposes: 

-Fellowship

-Evangelism

-Discipleship

-Service

-Worship

Let’s take a look at our “ing” verbs that embody biblical principals:

“Reaching Out”- Fellowship.



Getting people who don’t go to church to come to the physical building is great- people need to know that church doesn’t have to be boring, uptight, and irrelevant.  The challenge of ministry in the 21st century will be figuring out “how to bring the church to the people.”  Bringing the church to the people outside of it is reaching out.  We do this at a low commitment, usually entertaining or fun level with “reaching out” through events/programs that kids will want to come to.  “Reaching out” is giving youth the opportunity to be included and get involved. 
“Connecting to Others”- Evangelism
Very much related to the first but a better description of deeper ministry.  If we’re wanting to connect people to a building or an event, that’s not evangelism.  Connecting people to the church is evangelism.  In other words, it’s the relationships and actions of the people that make up the church, not a building. When a youth comes into touch with other youth and adults that genuinely care about them and relationships bloom- that is evangelism, because those relationships lead folks to Jesus.  What we need to be intentional about is the world “others”.  This needs to include youth of course, but also we need to work to connect youth to other generations.

“Encouraging Spiritual Growth”- Discipleship/Worship
Jesus told us to teach people “to obey everything I have commanded”.  Educating about and helping kids realize and practice the Kingdom of God: getting kids to think, to question, to care.  Getting kids to discover that the way Christ calls us to live is the most important thing, and that the Christian faith should not just affect where you are for 1, 2, or however many hours a Sunday, but every facet of your life.
“Sharing Our Gifts”- Service
Self-less acts to feed God’s sheep.  The word “missions” is not an archaic term for ‘heathens’ overseas, but rather the word “missional” should be our purpose in life to bring the Kingdom of God wherever we go at all levels- international, national, local, but most importantly the personal as all other levels flow from that.
