Middle School Sunday School Bible Study-

October 21st, 2007

Review!  Here are the BIG IDEAS we’ve covered so far:

-God is the creator of all things.  He made them good and put people in charge.

-God exists in three persons, what we call The Trinity. Father, Son, Holy Spirit.

-God in his creating us, gave us options.  He didn’t make us like robots, God loved us enough to let us choose even not to love Him.  Adam and Eve chose their way over God’s way.  This is what we call The Fall.  At that point, everything changed.  The natural world was invaded by sin, right down to people having to till the Earth and even die.  How we live our lives and how we decide right and wrong still come down to choosing our way, or choosing God’s way.

-Even after we chose to disobey God, he still made a way for us.  God loving us even though we don’t deserve it is what we call Grace.  We saw grace acted out between Peter Banning and his son Jack in Hook.  We learned about Jesus telling us to become like little children, getting over ourselves and getting along with everyone.  Little kids don’t have a problem giving or receiving grace!

So what now?  So far we have spent a lot of time in the “Old Testament”.  If you remember waaaaaaay back to week 1 we discussed this being “The Hebrew Bible”.  Nowadays it doesn’t get a lot of pub because 1. it’s hard to understand a lot of the time and 2. who wants to read something that’s old when you can flip to the second part and read the new?

We’re going to begin to look at what The Old Testament tells us about Jesus.  Hopefully that name rings a bell, but if not we’ll introduce you to him over the next couple weeks.  To understand why the Old Testament matters (and why Jesus talked about it so much) you have to know the story of the Hebrew people.  To do this, you could just read the Old Testament.  But to save some time we’ll try to give you a nice overview of the story, in a very brief version:

We’ll skip ahead to Moses.  Can anyone tell me what Moses was all about?  He led the Hebrew people out of Egypt and eventually after a long time, into the land God promised them.  What is the name of that country?   Israel.  After that you have some kings that take over ruling what we would call a country, or culture and some big names start to pop of- David (ring a bell?) and Solomon, and others.  But as Time passed the people started moving further and further from the way God wanted them to live.  Do you ever hear about or read some of the laws in the Old Testament?  God had set up a way for them to live, given them rules to follow so that they could remember him.  Well, the Hebrews (the Jews) they started following the rules but forgetting who they were for.  (they were not the first and certainly not the last people to make this mistake!)  So much of the Old Testament contains books about the prophets- people called by God to get the people back on track!  You’ll know it’s a prophetic book (say it with me, “prophetic book”) usually when it’s the name of someone.  The big ones are Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel.  

So the Hebrew people get this big chunk of land from God.  Eventually it splits into two parts, because they couldn’t even get along with each other.  Then one part is taken over by some bigger kingdoms, then the whole kingdom is under control of another country, and eventually the Romans conquer the countries that controlled Israel, so they’re the boss of Israel too.  

So, are you sufficiently bored?  Even worse than your Sunday School teachers telling you how to act is not as bad as a history lesson!  Well, all of this matters.  When you understand the history, it helps you to understand what was going on in the Bible.  Lets look at some verses of the prophets.  Remember, these people were not behaving like God expected them to, they were under oppression from other governments (who certainly didn’t share their religious views) and they were waiting for someone to come and get them out of this big mess.  

Deuteronomy 18: 15

2 Samuel 7: 16

Psalm 16: 9 & 10

Isaiah 7: 14

Isaiah 9: 6-7

Isaiah 42: 1-3, 6-7

Isaiah 52: 13-15, 53: 1-12

Micah 5: 2

Zechariah 9: 9

That’s crazy.  See a lot of times we don’t pay much attention to the “old” testament, the Hebrew Bible because it’s like when you watch Titanic- you already know how the story ends!  But the Hebrew people had expectations for someone who would rule their kingdom.  The expected a “Messiah” or anointed one, or chosen one.  We’ll talk about the different expectations in later weeks.  But the big ideas for today are: that the Old Testament is God’s story with the Hebrew people, and that the Old Testament spoke about Jesus long before he was on Earth as the coming Messiah. The Old Testament contains history, poetry, wisdom sayings, and prophecies about what was going to happen in the future, we looked at some of those today.  For the next several weeks we’re going to be focusing on different aspects of Jesus.  We’ll look at different people’s expectations of who the Messiah would be and who Jesus was, and is.  No more Genesis, I promise!

SMALL GROUPS:

Ask the kids if they’ve recognized any of the prophecies we read as things that were a part of Jesus life.  In particular, you could read the verses from Micah and Zechariah again.

What I would like you guys to do is gather what information the kids know about Jesus (or at least what they’re able to repeat) and get at what sort of questions they have about Jesus.  We can then use this information to tailor what we teach them the next couple weeks in particular.  We’re really getting into some good stuff!

You can also use this time to give them a chance to vent about how boring the old testament was, and reinforce that the bible all fits together.

Joys and concerns and attendance as well.  We need to be building relationships among ourselves with the kids, and among the kids.  So don’t feel guilty by taking up lots of time with Joys and Concerns.  I have a tendency to go light on this in order to get to the information, but I value relation over information in this case!

