Small Group session for Middle School, 9.2.07
Activity: on our ideas about Image: 

Bring in some magazines, newspapers, internet articles, anything that contains ads.

Have the kids look through them and point out what sort of images are being promoted.

Example:
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LASER HAIR REMOVAL




This ad is on a couple different billboards across the city.  What is this communicating?  1.  That if you’re hairy that something is wrong with you.  2. that there is an ideal and if you don’t fit it you’re wrong.  3.  That our image is completely outward and not inward.  (a little deep I know, but you can really get into great discussions about what advertisements tell us!  Skinny girls on the cover, makeup and clothes ads telling us what we should wear, etc)

Questions:

On morality-

When you are doing something you know is wrong, what’s the feeling like inside?

Where do you think that feeling comes from?

Do you think that could be God telling us that we are not making choices that let us live the way he wants us to?

On thinking-

Have you ever been disappointed by someone who made the wrong choice?  Maybe they went to a different party instead of hanging out with you, or blew off something you had planned together?

What sort of friends would you be if that person were always forced to do what you wanted, like they didn’t have any choice?

Do you like being told exactly what to do all the time, or do you like to have options?  (school projects, time management, what activities to participate in, etc)

On creativity-

Ask who writes, or plays music, or makes art, or is creative in other ways.

Why is it so fun to do these things?  Where does the ability to do that come from?

Do you ever get frustrated by other people being better at those creative things than you? Why?
On love-

What is another name for Jesus commandment to “love your neighbor as yourself?”  (the golden rule)  Is it an easy rule to understand?  Then why is it so hard to do?

Talk about some people at school that are “different” than you.  Or maybe you feel different than other kids, why?  How can we work at loving other people like Jesus wants us to?  How could other people do that for us?
