Middle School Bible Study/8.19.07/
The three BIG ideas are:

1. God is the ___________________ of all things. 

(Genesis 1: 1, Genesis 1: 26, John 1: 1-3)
2. The God of The Bible is _________________.

(Ephesians 1: 4, James 2:19, John 3: 16)

3. The Bible teaches that this one God exists in ___ distinct persons.

(Genesis 1: 26, Matthew 3: 16 & 17, Matthew 9: 2-7, John 8: 58, John 16: 7-14, 2 Corinthians 13: 14)

Do you ever hear people say you should read The Bible?  Do you ever try it?  Do you ever wonder why it is such a big deal?  Do you ever hear people quote it in arguments?  Do your parents ever answer a question you have by saying “because The Bible says so”?

We believe that God gave us The Bible to help us learn about him.  The Bible is the most important book to Christians.  We believe that God had big plans for The Bible waaaay back a long time ago, and still has big plans for it now.  You might hear people call it “God’s Word” or simply “The Word”.  We’re going to spend this year in ‘Sunday school’ studying The Bible.  It’s not always going to be simple or easy to understand, but hopefully we can help you answer questions about you, about God, and about life.

The Bible is a book that has been put together over thousands of years.  It is divided up into 2 basic parts- the ______ and ______ Testaments.  The bible is made up of stories, laws, poetry, history, letters, and other genre.  Isn’t it amazing to use the fancy words that you learn in English class?  If you study The Bible in college you’ll learn to impress people with words like ecclesial, eschatology, and transubstantiation.  But this isn’t the point.
The point is when you are making choices, what do you think about to make them?  What sort of things shape the decisions you make?  Is it your parents?  Friends?  Getting into the least amount of trouble?  Getting the most benefit for yourself?

The basic question is:  how do we decide what is right and wrong?
The Bible helps us to form the answer to that question in our lives.  For an easy example, thank about littering.  Why should we care where we throw our trash?

We’re going to look at some different things now and talk about our big ideas for the day, we also have a song for you to listen to.  So try and keep up!  
