God’s Grace:  Part 1

1. Bible Passage Lookup review.

2. Review:  Adam and Eve ate from the tree of knowledge of Good and Evil.

Genesis 3:20—24

 21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever." 23 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side [e] of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.

3. But, God found a way to still be “with” Adam and Eve’s sons, Cain and Abel.  Grace, accepted through Faith.
Genesis 4:3:5
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.
Hebrews 11:1—4

By Faith 

 1Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2This is what the ancients were commended for. 

 3By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 4By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead. 

4. But, Cain made his own choice, and killed Abel.  So, God chose Abraham.

Genesis 12:1—3

1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 

 2 "I will make you into a great nation 
       and I will bless you; 
       I will make your name great, 
       and you will be a blessing. 

 3 I will bless those who bless you, 
       and whoever curses you I will curse; 
       and all peoples on earth 
       will be blessed through you." 
5. He used Abraham to save the world.  Here’s how.
a. He chose a group of people to teach about a relationship with God.  The people of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  The people of Israel.
b. He gave a set of rules to Moses that defined what we had to do to live a life free of sin, so they could be with him.
c. He knew the group of people he chose would try, but would still sin.  They wanted to, but they’d still mess up.  So, he also told Moses what had to happen to “clean up the sins.”  Sacrifice a “perfect” animal from this world.
d. The people wanted to be with God.  They knew they sinned, and they went through the sacrifices each year to try to rid themselves of the sin.  Next Saturday is Yom Kippur for the people of Israel.  The name “Yom Kippur” means “Day of Atonement,” and that pretty much explains what the holiday is. It is a day set aside to “afflict the soul,” to atone for the sins of the past year.  Yom Kippur atones only for sins between man and G-d.

i. One interesting point:  Yom Kippur does not atone for sins against another person. To atone for sins against another person, you must first seek reconciliation with that person, righting the wrongs you committed against them if possible. That must all be done before Yom Kippur.

e. The entire concept of Yom Kippur is flawed, however.  God requires a “perfect” sacrifice to atone for the sins of the world.  The animal had to be perfect; and only God could be perfect.

f. But, as you may find this week, the people of Israel hold Yom Kippur as their most holy of days.  Why?  Because they believe it will enable them to be in reunion with God.

g. Once this was all setup, then he could come into the world in the form of Jesus Christ, live a perfect life, sacrifice that perfect life on the cross, and provide us with a way to “clean up the mess.”
h. Through his resurrection from the dead, he built a tunnel for us to get back to God, because he could provide us with the gift of the Holy Spirit.
John 3:16  16  "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,[a] that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

6. So, all we have to do is believe.  What does that mean?   What does it mean to believe?  
This word in Greek links two things together…our thoughts and our actions.  Believe is more than “acknowledge.”  This “believing” changes how we act.

Small group exercise
We’ll have 4 groups.  Mixed groups may be best here—random assignment.

1) I will give the small group leaders a $100 bill, a $1 bill, and a blank piece of paper.  

2) Here are the questions:

a. Which piece of paper is more “valuable?”

b. Why do you say that?

c. Do you “believe”

3) Let’s say you were given the $100 bill?

a. Do you believe the $100 bill is real?

b. What are some good things you could do with it?

c. What are some bad things you could do with it?

d. What are some things that you can’t do with a $100 bill?

4) Instead of a $100 bill, what if it were a credit card that had no limit?   

a. What would it take for you to believe this credit card was real?

b. What are some good things you could do with it?

c. What are some bad things you could do with it?

d. If you received this credit card, how would you feel?  

e. If you received this credit card, would it change the way you behave?

5) Read John 3:16 again.  Think of the word “believe” as it relates to how you think and feel about the $100 bill, and the imaginary credit card.   What are some words that should go with “believe” to help someone understand the value of a relationship with Jesus?
Return to large group, and we’ll watch Les Misearable clip, and I’ll close.
