Middle School Sunday School.  10.14.07

In “Hook” Peter Pan has grown up, forgetting about his days in neverland and instead of flying around he’s a big wig lawyer who carries a cell phone instead of a sword.  (although the phone was so huge it could have easily been a weapon)  But the whole joy of neverland was what- to not grow up!  Think back to some of these crucial scenes and lines-

On the plane when Peter yells at Jack for playing with the baseball: “When will you stop acting like a child!?!?!” to which Jack says smirking- “I am a child!”

Or when the Banning family first gets to Grandma Wendy’s home in London, do you remember what the one rule was?  “No growing up”.  

Remember back to the scene where the lost boys were all sitting down to dinner- what was the thing that Peter lacked?  Imagination.  And what was the thing that kept him flying?  Happy thoughts.

So what’s the deal with growing up?  The movie would tell us that- you don’t have any more fun, you lose your sense of adventure, and you don’t have any imagination.  Ouch!

The sad part is, I think most of this is true.  I can pinpoint two times in my life where I knew inside that I was growing up,  not counting when I started to grow a beard.  The first was when on Christmas day I woke up, and wanted to go back to sleep knowing the presents and the tree would still be there several hours later.  That was freshman or sophomore year in college.  Another occurred my junior year of college.  I was at a Relient K concert with Sarah (which actually was our first date, so I guess it went well).  The venue (a fancy word for “place where the concert is”) was pretty small, so it was really crowded.  There were lots of people my age to see the concert, but there were plenty of people in high school and younger there too.  Apparently, one of the cool things to do in a concert is just to sway massively, like to the point where you almost fall over.  Now you look stupid doing this by yourself.  But when hundreds of people in a crowded theatre are doing it, many not by choice, it’s pretty crazy.  So the swells of people would just about knock me and Sarah over.  I appreciated to opportunity to save her from falling on her butt and look studly, but my reaction inside my head was:  “SOMEONE NEEDS TO TELL THOSE KIDS TO STOP, THIS IS DANGEROUS!”  At that moment I had to look down at my body because I thought I had somehow turned into my Dad.  It was awful.  I was still me, but I had grown up.

Peter Pan was originally a play, then it was adapted to a book by a Scottish author named J.M. Barrie.  Hook is written to show what happens to Peter Pan later on.  A lot of the scenes or lines from the movie are adapted from the book, so it’s really pretty neat.  This is a children’s story that for a lot of people, really is special.  When I was a kid I actually had a toy version of the gold sword, and I still use the phrase “good form”.  I think Hook really shows what kids think about growing up and actually represents what happens to us when we grow up.  We can lose our sense of fun and always be thinking about being safe and not taking any risk.  A lot of this is we just have too much stuff to do!  Most of it revolves around taking care of you bums!  Just kidding, sort of.  When you start getting bills in the mail you spend more time thinking about paying them and less time playing legos or video games or chatting on IM.  When you grow up you stop texting your friends because you realize you went $30 over on your last bill because of it (true story).

But “Hook” is just a movie and Peter Pan is just a fairy tale.  Jesus talked about the importance of not growing up.  (Read Matthew 18: 1-4)  Now lets think about this.  Jesus tells us that we have to humble ourselves and have faith like little children.  Whats that about?  I can think and believe much better than when I was 6 years old.  Shoot, I couldn’t even tie my own shoes!  But I think Jesus is telling us that we have to recapture our imagination and the spirit of a child.

You ever see two kids fighting?  A lot of times 2 minutes later they’re best friends again.  Ever see a kid fall down, skin their knee and feel embarrassed or hurt…and cry?  Again, it usually doesn’t last too long.  Kids don’t hold grudges and kids don’t let getting a little banged up ruin their fun.  I think there’s truth to losing that as you grow up.  Adults can be more childlike than children.  We get our feelings hurt and don’t “play nice” for years.  We think something might be risky and won’t come near it because we don’t want to look like we don’t know what we’re doing.

What about learning new things?  You ever see how eager little kids are to learn something new?  Or participate in something they haven’t done before?  Adults rarely do that, again, because we want to look like we’ve got it all together.  That’s a prideful thing.  Kids might be goofy, even selfish, but they don’t have a lot of pride.

Think about when Jack betrayed his Dad.  Or when Peter didn’t keep his promise by coming to Jack’s game.  Captain Hook turned Jack against his Dad.  But in the end, Peter and Jack were able stop holding grudges.  That’s grace.  Forgetting what someone has done to you and getting back to getting along.

Hook was a movie about a fairy tale.  Its fun, but it’s not true.  Some people think that Christianity is just a fairy tale.  Sure it’s got nice ideas like loving people and all that, but it’s all made up.  No, we believe that The Bible contains the truth of Jesus Christ who was the son of God that really lived and really showed us the way for us to live too.  So in your small groups today we’ll be looking at how God wants us not to grow up too.

Small Group Lesson:

Take a look at the following Bible verses, highlighting Matthew 18: 1-4 in particular.

Mark 9: 36-37

Luke 18: 15-17

Matthew 18: 1-4

Questions:

Who of you guys has little brothers and sisters?  How do they act different that you do?

How do your parents act different than you do?  Do you ever feel like they’ve lost their imagination, or aren’t any fun?

Are there any times you can remember feeling like you had grown up?  

What do you think Jesus means by “humbling yourself like a little child?”

*bring in copies of your bills.  Talk about how stressful it can be getting them all in on time!  Or at least what a pain it is to sit down and sort them all out.*

So what sort of things can we do to have faith like little children?

Does all this make sense, do you find this cheesy?

Talk about how trusting and believing in God is just like a little kid trusts their parents.  Maybe a story or two about you growing up, and how you’ve tried to stay humble like a little kid.

