Grace, Part 2.  September 23, 2007

The Big Ideas:

1. Starting with Adam and Eve, people ______________.

2. God makes himself available to us through _____________.

3. Grace is a ___________, accepted through ___________ and realized through ______________.

Big idea 1:

Genesis 3: The whole chapter!

Verses 1-3.  “The woman” clearly knows what is expected, she is aware of the rules!

Verses 4-6.  They take the fruit and eat from it, both of them.  They gave into the temptation of the serpant.

Verses 7 & 8.  They realize what they’ve done.

Verses 9-13.  Busted!  Payt attention to how God reacts

Verses 14 & 15.  Consequences for the serpant.

Verse 16.  Consequences for Eve.

Verses 17-19.  Consequences for Adam.

Verses 20 & 21.  Eve gets her name and God gives them clothes.  

Verses 22-24.  Consequences for the whole planet.

God gave us the choice to live his way, or to live our way.  When we chose our way, there were consequences.  But go back to Genesis 3: 21.  Do you see what happens here?

God always provides __________________.

Big Idea 2:

Genesis 12: 1-3

Galatians 3: 13 & 14

Just like with Adam and Eve, God provided ___________  back to himself.

Romans 4: 20, 22-25.

Grace is:

-getting what you don’t deserve

-something you can’t repay

-unfair

-God’s most loving quality

Big Idea 3:

Romans 5: 7-9

Romans 6: 1 & 2

(Illustration)

Small Groups:

-I’ll provide every group leader with bags of candy.  At the beginning, whenever anyone makes a comment give them a candy bar.  Be sure and let them figure it out on their own, that whoever contributes to the discussion receives a treat.  Then after a couple minutes, give the bigger snickers bar to the ones who haven’t said anything, especially if they’ve misbehaved!

-Then you can illustrate grace, by giving even the ones “who didn’t deserve it” the same gift you gave the ‘question answering’ kids.

Questions to ask:

-Are you guys tired of looking at Genesis yet?  Does Adam and Eve’s story make sense to you?  What questions do you have?

-Can you think of a time when you wish you could’ve received a gift of grace?  What about times when you wish you would have given some?

Stories to read:

Luke 15: 11-32 (the prodigal son)

-Do you see how just like God gave Adam and Eve clothes, the Father was glad to make his son better?

-Have you ever been the son who really screwed up?

-Have you ever been the son who was mad that their sibling got off easy?

-How do you see grace in this story?

Matthew 18: 21-35 (the unmerciful servant)

-What does Jesus say God expects from us? (to forgive others!)

-Have you ever gotten off easy, but then not done the same for someone else?

-Why is it so hard to forgive other people, when that’s what we would want them to do for us?

-Have you ever gotten in over head and owed someone some money, or some time?

